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ON   THE   WORD   "NIT/'

IN a note on the Nats, the writer, having expressed the
opinion that the word "Nat," used by Burmans, was de-
rived from the Sanscrit term Nath, which means lord,
Major Phayre gave it as his decided opinion that the
expression was a purely Burmese one, not at all derived
from the Sanscrit. Leaving aside the etymological ques-
tion, of which it may be said that adhuc sub judicc Us cstt
we are happy to communicate to the reader the following
reflections that have come from the pen of that dis-
tinguished scholar, who is so intimately acquainted with
all that relates to Buddhism.

"The modern Burmans acknowledge the existence of
certain beings which, for want of a better term, we will
call 'almost spiritual beings.1 -They apply to them the
name Nat. Now, according to Burmese notions, there are
two distinct bodies or systems of these creatures. The
one is a regularly constituted company, if I may say so,
of which Thagya Meng is the chief. Most undoubtedly
that body of 'Nat' was unknown to the Burmans until
they became Buddhists. Those are the real Dewah or
Dewata.

" But the other set of Nats are the creatures of the
indigenous system, existing among all the wild tribes
bordering on Burmah. The acknowledgment of these